
Questionnaire about 
maternity services in 
Wigtownshire

Tell us what you think about where 
people can have their babies 



About us

We are Dumfries and Galloway Health 
and Social Care Partnership. 

We run health and care services for 
people living in Dumfries and 
Galloway. 

We are looking at maternity services 
in Wigtownshire.

This is the care people get from us 
when they are pregnant and after 
their baby is born. 

It is also the care people get when 
they are having their baby.  We call 
this giving birth.
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We want to make sure our maternity 
services work in the best way. 

At the moment, there are 2 places 
where people in our area can give 
birth. 

We have a different idea about 
another place where people can give 
birth. 

We want to know:   

• what you think about our services 
now

and 

• what you think about our different 
idea
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Please fill in this questionnaire to tell 
us what you think. 

Please send your questionnaire back 
to us by Sunday 11th February 2024. 
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Maternity services we offer 
now

Before their baby is born, most people 
get their maternity care at the Oak 
Tree Family Centre in Stranraer. 

At the Oak Tree Family Centre you can:

See a midwife 
A midwife looks after you before, 
after and when you are having a baby. 

Have scans 
A scan is when a special camera is put 
on your tummy.  It shows you a 
picture of your baby.
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Go to maternity classes
You can go to classes to learn about 
how to look after yourself and your 
baby. 

You cannot give birth at the Oak Tree 
Family Centre. 
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Where you can give birth 
now 

1.  At the Dumfries and Galloway 
Royal Infirmary hospital 

It is safer for some people to give 
birth in the hospital.   

Your doctor will tell you if you should 
give birth in the hospital.   

This might be because of things like: 

• being pregnant with more than 1 
baby

• being older

• having a health condition 
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If you or your baby need extra care, 
you might have to stay in hospital 
after your baby is born. 

This could be for 1 night or more. 

You can still choose to have your baby 
in hospital if there are no problems 
with your health or your pregnancy.   

2.  At home 

You can give birth at home if there are 
no problems with your health or your 
pregnancy.   

Your midwife will tell you if it is safe 
for you to give birth at home. 
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Our idea for another place 
to give birth

Our idea is that some people could 
have their babies at Galloway 
Community Hospital.   

This choice would be for people who 
do not have any problems with their 
health or pregnancy. 

The birthing ward at Galloway 
Community Hospital is led by 
midwives.  

Midwives are not there all of the time.  
They will come to the hospital when 
you need to give birth. 

You would probably go home a few 
hours after your baby is born. 
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There would not be a doctor around 
to help if there was a problem.  

If there is a problem or if you or your 
baby need extra care, you would need 
to go to Dumfries and Galloway Royal 
Infirmary hospital. 

People with no health problems could  
still choose to give birth at home or at 
the Dumfries and Galloway Royal 
Infirmary hospital. 

We have enough money to make this  
change to our services. 
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How we will look after the
information you tell us 

We are going to ask you some 
questions. 

First, we have to tell you what we will 
do with the things you tell us. 

An organisation called Sleeping Giants 
is collecting everyone’s answers.  

When we have everyone’s answers to 
the questionnaire, we will write a 
report.   
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The report will not say anyone’s name.  
This means you cannot tell who said 
what things. 

You can find out more about how we 
look after your information here:  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/
pp18ofdlsbetu02syyxuf/Survey-
Information-Sheet.docx?
rlkey=j5wvftkqi0s982dizrq7swdjk&dl=0

Please tick this box to say:

• you understand how we will use
your answers

and

• that you want to fill in the
questionnaire
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Questions about you

Question 1.  Tell us why you are 
filling in this form.  This might be
because: 

- you, someone in your family or 
someone you know has used our 
maternity services in the last 10 
years 

- you want to have a baby in the 
future 

-  another reason 

Please tell us here: 

  

You only need to answer Questions 2 
and 3 if you or your family have used 
our maternity services in the last 10 
years. 

13



Question 2.  Where did you or your
family member use our maternity 
services? 

You can tick more than 1 box

  Dumfries and Galloway Royal   
  Infirmary  

  Galloway Community Hospital

  Oak Tree Family Centre

  Your local doctors surgery 

  At home 

Another service.  Please tell us: 
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Question 3.  When did you last use 
our services?

Please tell us the year here: 

Question 4.  What do you like about 
keeping our maternity services the 
same as they are now? 

Please tell us here:

15



Question 5.  Is it better for you if we
keep our services the same as they 
are now?   

This means we will have 2 places 
where people can give birth: 

• at the Dumfries and Galloway
Royal Infirmary hospital

or

• at home

Please tell us about your answer here:
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Question 6.  If we keep our services 
the same as they are now, is there
anything else we could do to make 
them better? 
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Our different idea is that we will have 
another place where people can give 
birth. 

Some people could have their babies 
at Galloway Community Hospital.   

This means we will have 3 places
where people can give birth: 

• at the Dumfries and Galloway
Royal Infirmary hospital

• at the Galloway Community
Hospital

• at home
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Question 7.  What do you like 
about our different idea?
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Question 8.  Is it better for you if we 
make our different idea happen?  
Please tell us what you think here:
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Question 9.  Is there anything else 
we can add to our different idea to 
make it better? 

Please tell us here:

Question 10.  Is there anything else 
you would like to tell us about
maternity services in Wigtownshire? 
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For more information

If you have any questions, please 
email us at: 
dgcommunications@nhs.scot 

Thank you for answering our 
questions. 
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